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UPDATE ON CIM ANTI-TRAFFICKING ACTIVITIES

(Item 4.a on the Agenda)

CIM, as in previous reporting periods, has been directly involved in the fight against the trafficking in persons.  Following are the most relevant activities done by region and/or country in the last months.

In the Caribbean, as a part of phase II of the Trafficking in Persons Project and in partnership with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and local government counterparts in the Bahamas, Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica, the Netherlands Antilles, Saint Lucia, and Suriname, CIM/IOM convened a series of national seminars on Trafficking in Persons, focusing on particular aspects of a counter-trafficking strategies.  Seminars were held within each collaborating country throughout the latter part of 2004.  Through a combination of research, outreach and training and capacity-building for government and non-governmental partners, the regional project seeks: to raise awareness and inform on the scope, characteristics, and risks of trafficking; to build the capacity of governmental and non-governmental representatives to identify victims of trafficking, assist and protect them, as well as gather relevant and regionally compatible data; and, to stimulate regional cooperation and statistical information sharing, encourage the development of counter-trafficking policies/laws, and coordinate counter-trafficking operational procedures.

In the second phase of the Mexico project, meetings have been held with national counterparts to include the highest national authorities in charge of women and children’s issues; Ministry of Justice; Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Ministry of Labor and National Security, Migration and Directorates; Ministry of Health and Education; and Ministry of Tourism. Target groups include government and non-government officials, members of the media and academic community, the population at risk and present victims of trafficking. The project focuses on the Border States and the Federal District.  Training sessions were held in 2004 in the north border in Monterrey, in the south border in Tuxtla, and in the year 2005 in the Federal District.  Participants include representatives from civil society and local and federal governmental. Researchers have completed the reports in the South Border (Mexico-Guatemala) and in the North Border (Tijuana-United States).  Both documents are being presently reviewed by the National Women’s Institute and the National Migration Institute (main national project counterparts) prior to their official presentation, publication and dissemination.


In Bolivia, the first training workshop took place in La Paz, Bolivia,  November 11-12, 2004, and was targeted at government officials. National authorities, public officials and staff from the migration service and other local officials participated. Presenters included representatives from such organizations as INTERPOL, Colombia; Inter-American Children Institute based in Uruguay; national police of Chile; the US Embassy in Bolivia; the Prosecutor of Family and Children and anti-trafficking unit police, both from Colombia. Two research studies were completed, providing new details on trafficking in persons, women and children in Bolivia. The OAS Coordinator on the Issue of Trafficking in Persons activities participated in the training, identified some experts within the region, from Chile and Peru to participate as speakers, and financed the visit of one of the experts. Out of this meeting, consensus was reached to work more diligently with the Bolivian police so that law enforcement could act as one important catalyst in the Government of Bolivia anti-trafficking policy.   

In Argentina, the OAS/CIM anti trafficking Coordination financed the participation of a CIM Specialist and an expert from the Spanish Police to participate in a workshop/seminar on “Trafficking in Persons in Argentina”, held at the Auditorium of the House of Representatives in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The two day-training (November 11 and 12, 2004) gathered NGO’s working on women, children and migrants, legislators, representatives from municipalities, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Justice, National Police, social workers, and representatives of the media. 

The OAS Coordinator on the Issue of Trafficking in Persons activities participated in the January 27-28, 2005, seminar on Trafficking in Persons held in Caracas, Venezuela. The agenda focused on an overview of trafficking in the Latin American region, internal, intraregional and international; best practices developed in the Americas by national and international experts from the OAS, IOM and the national governments of Colombia, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Peru, and the United States. The Government of Venezuela officials from the Ministry of Interior and Justice, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and a government prosecutor were among the speakers.


The CIM and the OAS Coordinator on the Issue of Trafficking in Persons activities have been working together with IOM Regional Office, to plan the next training activities in Belize. The IOM released a research report in January 2005, funded by the US State Department, which will be used as a base to the ongoing trainings.  The OAS Coordinator contacted several experts outside the region to participate as trainers in Belize.  The Coordinator is also working the logistics and agenda with the Belizean National Government, particularly the anti-trafficking in persons Task Force.

The first training will be held on April 14-15, 2005 in Belize City. The two day training will focus on the nature of trafficking in persons as it affects Belize, and will gather together government officials, members of the taskforce, NGOs, police, border officials, the press, and possibly other stakeholders from bordering countries. The training will be divided into two main themes, the first part will focus on law enforcement, border control and prosecution and the second part will focus on victim identification, assistance, and techniques for interviewing victims. In addition, the seminar will include an expert on Chinese trafficking in the Hemisphere, and a US expert on victims and the trauma that victims experience, and an expert to speak on the prevention of sex tourism.  


Working with Destination Countries  Through the OAS Coordinator on the Issue of Trafficking in Persons activities, CIM has recently completed the first phase of a research project focusing on trafficked individuals from the Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) regions to Japan.  This research indicates that approximately 1,700 victims are trafficked from the LAC region to Japan each year.  This represents an important step forward in understanding the magnitude of trafficking between the Western Hemisphere and Japan.  The Unit’s Coordinator has been in close contact with Latin American and the Caribbean country’s embassies in Japan who are eager to follow up on this study with the Japanese Government in Tokyo.  In addition, Acting Secretary General, Luigi Einaudi, received an 8-person Japanese delegation on January 14, 2005, to discuss the trafficking of women from the Western Hemisphere into Japan. The Government of Japan clearly recognizes now that trafficking in persons is a problem, particularly with regard to victims from Colombia in Japan, which is a major step forward.    

In addition, OAS/CIM is in contact with officials in the European Union, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) and several European national governments to understand better the status of trafficking victims from Latin America and the Caribbean in Europe.  The Coordinator is currently drafting projects for OAS collaboration and funding with the EU and European national governments to assist Latin American and the Caribbean victims. 


Future Activities CIM and the OAS Coordinator on the Issue of Trafficking in Persons activities will continue to engage in training seminars in the coming months.  These are important opportunities for the OAS, local civil society and member states to collaborate and exchange information.  Seminars are planned for Lima, Peru (April 28-29), La Paz, Bolivia (May), Belize (Spring), Port-au-Prince, Haiti (Spring), Ecuador and Guatemala (Summer). 
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