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OAS Anti-Trafficking Coordinator and project activities
April-December 2005

Anti-Trafficking in Persons: Regional Cooperation Seminar

Guatemala City, Guatemala, December 1-2, 2005

On December 1 and 2 the OAS/CIM convened a training and consciousness-raising seminar in Guatemala City.  The OAS was joined in this event by the Guatemalan Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other governmental and non-governmental entities interested and engaged in the combat of trafficking in persons.  More than 100 persons attended the activities, which included a large number of officials from the Government of Guatemala, the Guatemalan Police, academia, civil society and international participants from the neighboring countries.  In addition, presenters from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic, Law Enforcement Officers from Peru, and the Office of the Attorney General of Colombia provided their input and their countries best practices in their fight against the trafficking of persons. As a part of the seminar, the American Bar Association lectured on the protection of victims and provided a tool-kit to the participants.

Capacity Building Seminar in Bolivia 

La Paz, Cochabamba and Trinidad, October 17-21, 2005 CIM/IOM
The Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the International Organization for Migrations (IOM-Bolivia) are developing a counter-trafficking project in Bolivia.  As part of the activities a series of workshop seminars were held on October 17, 18, 20-21 in different location in Bolivia.  The first seminar in La Paz was aimed at training the media on their role on informing the public and how to inform properly, respecting victims rights and confidentiality.  More than 30 participants attended the seminar. The second seminar in Cochabamba addressed prevention of trafficking and was devoted to more than 60 adolescent community leaders.  The third seminar held in Trinidad was aimed at training women’s governmental offices and NGOs working on gender issues, on ways to address trafficking of women and children, the need to promote public policies and better protection for trafficked victims.  The first public campaign to prevent trafficking in women and children was launched on October 17 in La Paz.  It includes posters, radio and TV public service announcements.

Forum at the Mexican Senate

Mexico, DF, October 17-19, 2005

The Mexican Senate and the Commission of Human Rights at the Senate, held an event to debate the adoption of anti-trafficking legislation at the federal level.  The program was organized by a group of NGOs promoting anti-trafficking legislation in Mexico.  A CIM was invited to present at the hearings to the Senate, together with an expert on anti-trafficking legislation from John Hopkins University, local experts on criminal and human rights law, NGOs and IOM Mexico.  Several members of the Senate addressed the audience, analyzing the need and consequences of adopting comprehensive anti-trafficking legislation.  A second event gathering women senators from all political parties took place on October 19. CIM and NGOs presented and discussed on the need to adopt adequate anti-trafficking legislation, and the negative consequences of not having legislation for trafficked victims.

Seminar and Regional Forum on Trafficking in Persons in Guatemala and Central America
Guatemala City, Guatemala, September 13 and 14, 2005

The OAS/CIM provided assistance to the Swedish Embassy, the Swedish Institute, and Casa Alianza in the organization and execution of a two-day capacity building seminar geared towards combating trafficking in persons. This event included the participation of experts from Sweden, Organization of American States, Casa Alianza and the Guatemala/Belize border. This event was held at the Hotel Camino Real and counted the participation of congresswomen from the Central American region, diplomats, journalists, police, immigration, civil society, and the Guatemalan Foreign Service. The event also included the screening of the movie Lilja-4-Ever, which depicts the injustices endured by trafficking victims. The movie will also be shown in public cinemas in Guatemala as part of an awareness campaign on human trafficking. On the second day of the event a special meeting between Central American congresswomen, the Guatemalan government, UNICEF, PASCA, Casa Alianza, the Embassy of Sweden, and the Organization of American States was held in order to discuss present regional challenges in how to stop the trafficking in persons.

OAS/CIM Anti-Trafficking Seminar in Ecuador

Quito, August 25-26, 2005
On August 25-26, the OAS convened a training and consciousness-raising seminar on human trafficking in Ecuador hosted in the Supreme Court building in Quito. The OAS was joined in this event by the Ecuadorian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Labor and Employment. Other sponsors included the ILO, the American Bar Association’s Latin America and Caribbean Law Initiative Council and the U.S. Embassy in Quito. More than 100 persons attended the activities, which included a large number of officials from the Ecuadorian government. In addition to subject experts from Ecuador and the United States, the forum featured speakers from Panama, Peru and Colombia. Highlight included presentations from the Peruvian police “Green Squad” (Escuadrón Verde), the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and the project Latinoamericanos Desaparecidos. In concert with the OAS event, the American Bar Association held a TIP-related train-the-trainers session for prosecutors and investigators and began planning an anti-TIP poster campaign and a school-based education program. 
Workshop Seminars in Bolivia: Strategies against trafficking of women and children” CIM/IOM
La Paz, Bolivia, July 13-15, 2005
Extensive preparation for the second series of trainings took place in April, May and June 2005. The training seminar had to be postponed three times due to the political instability and social protests in La Paz during the last 2 months. The second three-day training took place July 13-15 in La Paz.  More than 120 representatives from government, academia, media, experts from IOM and CIM/OAS, anti-corruption experts, regional financial institutions, and civil society from La Paz, Santa Cruz, Tarija and Cochabamba were among the presenters. The two researchers Anibal Alvarado and Erick Roth presented the results of their research study in Bolivia.

OAS/CIM Anti-TIP Training Seminar in Lima, Peru
Place: Lima, Peru, April 28-29, 2005
The OAS/CIM partnered with the Foreign Ministry of Peru to hold a two-day anti-TIP training seminar in Lima. Other partners included the U.S. Embassy in Lima, IOM, and the UNODC. Experts from Colombia, Chile, Paraguay, Panama, the Dominican Republic and Japan were in attendance, discussing best practices and strategies to fight TIP in the Hemisphere. Over 100 Peruvian officials, members of Congress, police, immigration, NGOs, diplomats and media observers were at the seminar, which was hosted in the main Foreign Ministry building. The OAS/CIM also presented its report on trafficking to Japan from Latin America and the Caribbean. The Japanese Foreign Ministry sent an expert who presented the Japanese government perspective at the seminar. In addition, there were a number of press, radio and television interviews about the event, mainly focused on the connection with Japan, which was an area of great interest for the Peruvian media. While in Peru, the OAS/CIM also met with officials of the project “Missing Peruvians” that uses website technology to build a database to find missing persons. The OAS/CIM will work with this organization as it seeks to present its concept to all countries in the Hemisphere. We also observed the Peruvian police in action and met with a local nun order that assists TIP victims. 
CIM/OAS/IOM Anti-TIP Training Seminar in Belize City
Place: Belize City, Belize, April 14-15, 2005
The OAS/CIM and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) conducted a two-day anti-trafficking in persons training seminar in Belize. The seminar took place in Belize City for 60 participants representing the country’s trafficking taskforce, the Department of Human Services, the Department of Immigration and Nationality Services, the police, the media. Embassies and consular missions from Mexico, China, and the United States were also in attendance. The training seminar served to increase public awareness of both the trafficking in persons problem in general and in the local context. The training aimed to build capacity and strengthen cooperation among national institutions. Belizean officials from the task force, public prosecution, police, immigration, and social services gave presentations on current anti-trafficking efforts being undertaken in the country. The seminar also covered key trafficking topics including: Best practices in investigation, Chinese Trafficking into the Western Hemisphere, a Sex Tourism Panel, and The Mental Health Consequences of Trafficking in Persons. 
Counter-Trafficking Project on Prevention of Trafficking of Women and Children 
in Mexico, CIM/IOM
Mexico, DF, March 15 and May 25, 2005 

The IOM and CIM are implementing an anti-trafficking Project, in association with the National Institute of Women and the National Institute of Migration of Mexico.  Its goal is to strengthening and build capacities at the governmental and non-governmental levels, to respond effectively to the challenges posed by the crime of trafficking in women and children.  From April to November 2005 a number of activities were developed.   A workshop seminar was held in Mexico DF in March 2005, aimed at different areas of the government, to improve their understanding and actions to face trafficking in persons.  A second workshop seminar was held in Mexico DF in May 2005, to address NGOs, media, academia and other representatives of the civil society, with experts from other countries who shared best practices on different anti-trafficking actions.  A variety of activities are being developed to prepare and to dissemínate information, including a brochure, a manual, and the publication of the preliminary diagnosis on the north border and south border.

Participation in other Anti-Trafficking Activities:

The Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Unit participated and presented position papers in the following events:

· First Latin-American Congress of Police and Missing People.  Santiago, Chile. On October 19-21, CIM/OAS was invited by “Carabineros de Chile”, Save the Children Sweden, and “Red Latinoamericanos Desaparecidos” to participate in the referenced seminar with a position paper addressing the problem of trafficking of person in the Hemisphere.
· Key Migration Issues Workshop Series: International Trafficking in Human Beings. New York, New York. On October 18, CIM/OAS was invited by the United Nations Population Fund, the United Nations University, and the United Nations Population Fund to participate as presenters on the referenced workshop. The presentation highlighted the issue of trafficking in persons within the organized crime context and emphasized on two case studies where the OAS has been directly involved: Mexico and Bolivia.
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